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MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT 


Council  Offices, 
RHYMNEY,  Mon. 
June,  1972. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rhymney 
Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Harris  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1971,  which 
has  been  prepared  on  the  lines  indicated  by  the  Welsh  Office. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

The  District  is  situated  at  the  top  end  of  the  Rhymney 
Valley  in  the  north  west  corner  of  Monmouthshire,  a small 
portion  of  the  upper  end  being  in  the  southern  extremity  of  the 
County  of  Breconshire. 

It  is  separated  on  the  West  from  Glamorgan  and  the  Urban 
District  of  Gelligaer  by  the  River  Rhymney;  on  the  East  by  the 
Tysswg  Brook  and  the  Urban  District  of  Tredegar;  on  the  North 
by  Breconshire  and  on  the  South  by  the  Urban  District  of 
Bedwellty. 

It  covers  an  area  of  2638  acres  and  for  all  administrative 
purposes  is  included  in  the  County  of  Monmouthshire. 

The  main  industry  is  coal  mining  and  many  of  the  men  are 
employed  in  collieries  outside  the  area. 

Smith’s  Clothing  Factory  and  Whitbread  Wales  Brewery 
employ  about  1,000  — the  majority  being  female  labour,  while 
Reeds,  a new  factory  which  opened  in  1971,  now  employs  about 
120  males. 

There  is  still  a need  for  light  industry  in  the  area  and 
measures  to  ensure  this  is  being  maintained. 

STATISTICS 

General : 


Area  in  acres  2638 

Population,  Registrar  General  (1971)  8010 

Rateable  value,  March  1971  £138,529 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £551 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  2728 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  3.2 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Local 

Authority  Area 

England 
and  Wales 
(Total) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Estimated  mid-year 

1 

home  population 

— 

— 

8,010 

48,815,500 

Live  Births 

Total 

65 

61 

126 

783,165 

1 egitimate 

62 

57 

119 

717,491 

Illegitimate 

3 

4 

7 

65,674 

Still  Births 

Total 

1 

— 

1 

9,898 

Legitimate 

1 

— 

1 

8,826 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

1,072 

Total  Live  and 
Still  Births 

Total 

66 

61 

127 

793,063 

Legitimate 

63 

57 

120 

726,317 

Illegitimate 

3 

4 

7 

66,746 

Deaths  of  Infants 
Under  I year  of  age 

Total 

3 

— 

3 

13,726 

Legitimate 

2 

— 

2 

12,140 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

1,586 

Under  4 weeks  of  age 

Total 

3 

— 

3 

9,113 

Legitimate 

2 

— 

2 

8,121 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

992 

Under  1 week  of  age 

Total 

3 

— 

3 

7,750 

Legitimate 

2 

— 

2 

6,903 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

847 

Deaths — All  Ages 

73 

62 

135 

567,345 

1 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Local 

authority 

area 


Live  birth  rates,  etc. 

Live  births  per  1,000  home  population 
(crude  rate)  .... 

Area  comparability  factor 
Local  adjusted  area 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 
Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  all 
live  births  .... 


Still  birth  rate. 

Still  births  per  1,000  total  live  & still  births 


15.7 

1.00 

15.7 

0.98 
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Infant  mortality  rates. 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births  .... 
Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year  per 
1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year 
per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


Neo-natal  mortality  rate. 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births 


24 

17 

143 

24 


Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate. 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live 

births  ....  ....  ....  ....  24 


Peri-natal  mortality  rate. 

Still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week  com- 
bined, per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  31 


Deaths  rates,  etc. — All  Ages. 

Deaths  per  1,000  home  population  (crude 
rate)  ....  ....  ....  .... 

Area  comparability  factor 
Local  adjusted  rate 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 


16.9 
1.18 

19.9 
1.72 


England 

and 

Wales 


16.0 

1.00 

16.0 

1.00 

8 


12 


18 

17 

24 


12 


10 


22 


11.6 

1.0 

11.6 

1.0 
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Table  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  past  20  years 
and  Comparisons  with  Rates  for  England  and  Wales 


GENERAL 

INFANTILE 

DEATL 

RATE 

MORTALITY  RATE 

BIRTF 

I RATE 

England 

England 

England 

Year 

Rhymney 

1 

& Wales 

Rhymney 

& Wales 

Rhymney 

& Wales 

1952 

11.8 

11.3 

8.06 

27.6 

13.7 

15.3 

1953 

11.58 

11.4 

27.7 

26.8 

16.03 

15.5 

1954 

11.65 

11.3 

38.2 

25.4 

14.6 

15.2 

1955 

12.76 

11.7 

50.0 

24.9 

13.5 

15.0 

1956 

10.8 

11.7 

28.9 

23.8 

15.69 

15.7 

1957 

11.8 

11.5 

41.4 

23.0 

16.49 

16.1 

1958 

12.37 

11.7 

51.28 

22.5 

17.7 

16.4 

1959 

13.6 

11.6 

15.15 

22.0 

15.0 

16.5 

1960 

13.04 

11.5 

17.75 

21.7 

19.2 

17.1 

1961 

12.59 

12.0 

28.2 

21.4 

20.09 

17.4 

1962 

14.9 

11.9 

23.26 

20.7 

19.4 

18.0 

1963 

14.4 

12.2 

30.1 

20.9 

18.8 

18.2 

1964 

10.7 

11.3 

26.4 

20.0 

17.4 

18.4 

1965 

13.2 

11.5 

6.9 

19.0 

16.4 

18.1 

1966 

12.2 

11.7 

25.9 

19.0 

17.2 

17.7 

1967 

13.8 

11.2 

14.0 

18.3 

16.6 

17.2 

1968 

12.5 

11.9 

22.0 

18.0 

15.6 

16.9 

1969 

15.4 

11.9 

26.0 

18.0 

13.1 

16.3 

1970 

15.8 

11.7 

28.0 

18.0 

12.5 

16.0 

1971 

19.9 

11.6 

24.0 

18.0 

15.7 

16.0 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Males  Females 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Week  3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  Four  Weeks  ....  3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  3 


Total 

3 

3 

3 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  24.0 

Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  24.0 

Early  Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  24.0 

Peri  Natal  Mortality  Rate  3 | q 
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Births  and  Deaths  with  Population  for  last  10  years. 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Population 

1962 

172 

132 

8850 

1963 

166 

127 

8800 

1964 

153 

94 

8760 

1965 

144 

115 

8760 

1966 

151 

107 

8760 

1967 

145 

121 

8760 

1968 

136 

109 

8720 

1969 

114 

112 

8700 

1970 

108 

115 

8610 

1971 

126 

135 

8010 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

(Other  than 

Tuberculosis) 

Admitted 

Disease  Notified  to  Hospital  Deaths 


Smallpox  — 

Scarlet  Fever  6 

Diphtheria  — 

Enteric  Fever  incl.  Paratyphoid  — 

Acute  Pneumonia  (Primary  or 

Influenzal)  — 

Meningoccal  Meningitis  — 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  — 

Erysipelas  — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  — 

Dysentery  (Sonne) — 


Whooping  Cough  24 

Measles  39 

Encaphalitis  — 

Infectious  Jaundice  18 

Food  poisoning  — 

Totals  87 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

Periods 


NEW  CASES 
Non- 

Respiratory  | Respiratory 


| M 


F | M 1 F 


DEATHS 

Non- 

Respiratory  | Respiratory 


M 


F 


Under  1 
1 year 
2-4  yrs. 
5-9  yrs. 
10-14  yrs. 
15-19  yrs. 

20-24  yrs. 
25-34  yrs. 
35-44  yrs. 
45-54  yrs. 
55-64  yrs. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65-74  yrs. 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75  & over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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AREA  HEALTH  SERVICES 


General  Medical  and  Surgical  Conditions 

The  Family  Doctor  arranges  admission  of  acute  emergency 
direct  with  the  hospital  and  refers  the  non-urgent  cases  to  be 
seen  as  an  out-patient.  If  considered  necessary,  hospitals  outside 
the  area  group  can  be  used  by  arrangement. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Cases  are  admitted  by  direct  arrangement  with  the  General 
Practitioners  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Maternity 

Cases  are  admitted  by  direct  arrangement  with  the  General 
Practitioner  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Tuberculosis 

Reference  by  the  family  Doctor  of  patients  to  the  Chest 
Specialists  in  attendance  at  the  Chest  Clinics  for  opinion, 
investgation,  or  treatment,  continues  as  in  the  past.  Admission 
to  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  are  arranged  through  the  Tuberculosis 
Division  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Board  or  direct  recommendation 
of  the  Chest  Physician. 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  Scheme  for  the  preven- 
tion of  Tuberculosis  is  working  very  well.  All  contacts  are 
working  in  conjunction  with  the  Chest  Physician. 

Specialist  Service  in  the  Home 

The  family  Doctor  seeks  a specialist  for  domiciliary  service 
only  if  the  patient  is  too  ill  to  attend  hospital. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  are  statutorily  respons- 
ible for  the  provision  of  an  adequate  service  of  ambulances  and 
transport  for  all  National  Health  purposes,  including  the  trans- 
port of  patients  to  and  from  hospital  and  inter-hospital  transfers. 

Convalescent  Treatment 

For  the  purposes  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
Convalescence  can  be  divided  into  two  classes.  Firstly  there  is 
convalescence  which  is  a continuation  and  an  integral  part  of 
hospital  treatment,  i.e.  medical  and  nursing  care  is  essential ; 
this  type  of  convalescence  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 
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Secondly  there  is  convalescence  where  medical  and  nursing 
care  is  not  required  and  where  the  patient  only  needs  a rest 
holiday  in  suitable  surroundings  ; the  Hospital  Management 
Committee  is  not  empowered  to  provide  this  type  of  convales- 
ence,  but  it  is  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  (Mon. 
C.C.)  under  section  28  of  the  National  Health  Act.  The  present 
Convalescent  Home  is  Porthcawl. 

Spa  Treatment 

This  form  of  treatment  will  be  provided  on  prescription  by 
the  patient’s  Doctor  supplemented  by  specialist  recommendation. 
The  procedure  requires  the  hospital  matron  to  arrange  for  out- 
patient specialist  examination  on  production  by  the  patient  of  a 
Medical  certificate  suggesting  Spa  treatment.  Admission  is  then 
arranged  (via  the  Hospital  Management  Committee)  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  to  Spa  Centres  which  are  at  the  moment 
outside  the  Welsh  Region. 

Immunisation 

Immunisation  for  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 
is  carried  out  by  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council.  Stocks  of 
anti-sera  are  held  at  laboratories  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  for  free  issue  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  to 
practitioners  taking  part  in  Local  Health  Authorities  arrange- 
ments under  Section  26  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

Certain  other  materials  of  this  kind  not  readily  available 
from  trade  sources  are  also  available  through  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  e.g.  measles,  serum,  typhus  vaccine,  rabies 
vaccine,  botulinum  anti-toxin,  anti  anthrax  serum  and  anti-snake 
venom. 

Small  stocks  of  anti-toxins  may  also  be  available  at  the 
Redwood  Memorial  Hospital  for  local  use. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  J.  DONELAN,  M.B.,  B.CH.,  D.P.H. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

RHYMNEY,  Mon.  NP2  5XP 
Council  Offices, 

Public  Health  Department, 

June,  1972 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rhymney 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year,  1971. 

Environmental  Health  covers  the  period  ending  31st 
December,  1971  and  Public  Cleansing,  the  Financial  Year  ending 
31st  March,  1972. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply. 

There  are  two  main  sources  of  supply : 

(1)  BLAEN  RHYMNEY  : This  gathering  ground  empties  into 

the  Old  Reservoir  with  a capacity  of  12,000,000  gallons  and 
the  New  Reservoir  with  a capacity  of  44,000,000  gallons. 
Both  are  the  property  of  the  Taf  Feehan  Water  Board. 

(2)  UPPER  NEUADD : This  reservoir  has  a capacity  of 

350,000,000  gallons  and  is  the  property  of  the  Taf  Feehan 
Water  Board. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  about  40  properties  in  the  Prince- 
town  area  are  supplied  by  the  Gwent  Water  Board.  On  the 
whole  the  supply  has  been  adequate  and  of  good  quality. 

Number  of  dwellings  supplied  by  Public  Water  Mains: — 


(1)  Direct  to  houses  2,728 

(2)  By  Stand-pipes  Nil 

(3)  Approximate  population  supplied  8,010 
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Sampling  of  Water,  Taf  Fechan  Water  Board 

Chemical  Analyses:  Bacteriological  Analyses: 


Raw  Waters 

14 

Raw  Waters  * 

52 

Treated  Waters  

18 

Treated  Waters  

97 

Filtrates  (Plant  testing).... 

172 

Taf  Fechan  Water  supplied 

to  Rhymney  

50 

One  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  result  was  obtained  on  a 
sample  taken  from  distribution  but  the  coliform  count  was  low 
(1/100  mis)  and  E.Coli  was  not  detected.  Subsequent  samples 
from  the  same  sampling  point  were  however  satisfactory. 

Sampling,  Health  Department,  Rhymney  U.D.C. 


Number  of  treated  samples  taken  14 

Number  satisfactory  14 

Number  unsatisfactory  Nil 


All  samples  taken  by  the  Health  Department  are  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Practically  the  entire  area  with  the  exception  of  a few  farms 
and  cottages  is  served  by  the  water  carriage  system. 

There  have  been  the  usual  minor  blockages  but  under  normal 
conditions  of  rain  fall  the  system  has  coped  very  well. 

Final  reports  have  been  received  and  accepted  by  the 
Authority  from  the  Consultant  Engineers  and  work  will 
commence  in  1972  on  improvements  and  alterations  to  the 
system  to  cope  with  the  extensive  new  development  which  is 
taking  place  in  the  area. 

The  Rhymney  Urban  Authority  is  a contributory  authority 
to  the  Rhymney  Valley  Sewerage  Board  with  representatives 
thereon. 

Closet  Accommodation 

One  cottage  in  the  area  which  is  not  connected  to  the 
drainage  system  is  supplied  with  fluid  for  the  chemical  closet  by 
the  Health  Department. 

Public  Conveniences 


Two  public  conveniences  are  in  use  in  the  area  and  part-time 
attendants  are  engaged  to  cleanse  same. 


Area 

Ladies 

Gents 

Urinals 

Basins 

Abertyswg  

2 

2 

1 

2 

High  Street  

3 

2 

1 

2 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  Collection 

Mainly  kerb-side  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  twice- 
weekly  throughout  the  area  and  mid-week  accumulations  are 
collected  as  required  from  rear  lanes  and  other  sites  in  the  area 
subject  to  illicit  tipping. 

A free  collection  of  bulk  refuse  other  than  garden  and 
builders’  refuse  has  been  in  operation  in  this  area  since  1964.  It 
adds  to  the  cost  of  cleansing  but  does  minimise  illicit  tipping. 

A driver  and  two  loaders  are  employed  on  the  vehicles  in 
service.  One  vehicle  is  kept  as  a spare. 


Types  of  Vehicles 

Make 

Karrier  Dual  Tip 
Karrier  Dual  Tip 
Karrier  Pakamatic 


Capacity 

12  cub.yds. 
12  cub.yds. 
35  cub.yds. 


Date  of  Registration 

April,  1968 
October,  1967 
October,  1971 


There  have  been  very  few  complaints  regarding  the  refuse 
collection  service.  I am  fortunate  in  having  first  class  employees 
who  are  loyal  and  efficient.  They  have  a cheerful  approach  to 
this  vital  service  and  I am  sure  they  have  the  utmost  respect  of 
the  public  as  well  as  myself. 


Refuse  Disposal 

Suitable  sites  for  the  efficient  disposal  and  control  of  refuse 
are  extremely  difficult  to  find  in  these  valley  towns  owing  to  the 
geological  features  of  the  area  and  the  lack  of  suitable  covering 
material.  Animal  trespass  is  also  a problem. 

The  present  site  has  a life  of  not  more  than  two  years  at 
the  most. 

It  is  for  the  above  reasons  that  the  Valley  Authorities  Joint 
Incineration  Committee  was  formed  and  I am  delighted  to  report 
that  early  in  1974  the  Incineration  Plant  will  be  in  commission. 

In  my  opinion  this  is  the  most  hygienic  method  of  refuse 
disposal. 

It  is  more  costly  than  controlled  tipping  but  far  more 
efficient  and  certainly  more  desirable  in  these  areas.  My  Council 
have  fully  supported  this  project  from  it’s  inception  and,  I am 
sure,  look  forward  to  the  day  when  refuse  tips,  like  other  sites 
of  dereliction,  are  things  of  the  past. 
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I have  not  had  any  complaints  from  the  present  site.  A Drott 
International  is  used  on  the  tip  for  grading  and  covering  refuse 
and  we  are  making  the  best  of  the  situation. 


Street  Cleansing 

The  area  is  divided  into  three  manual  sweeping  beats  and  a 
Bedford  Lacre  Suction  Sweeper  is  used  on  main  roads  and  to 
assist  the  manual  sweepers.  This  machine  is  also  used  for  gully 
cleansing,  but  is  not  actually  designed  for  this  purpose. 

Changes  are  rapidly  taking  place  with  the  development  of 
new  housing  sites  and  with  the  improvement  of  existing  areas 
will  necessitate  a radical  change  in  street  sweeping  procedure. 

It  is  getting  more  difficult  to  find  suitable  disposal  sites  for 
street  sweepings  from  the  hand  carts  now  in  use  and  I propose 
in  the  near  future  to  use  a vehicle  and  a mobile  crew  to  offset 
this  unhygienic  method  of  dealing  with  street  cleansing  and 
disposal  of  sweepings.  At  present  one  of  the  refuse  vehicles  is 
used  to  clean  up  the  disposal  sites  but  it  still  means  the  street 
sweeper  has  to  travel  some  distance  from  his  sweeping  area  to  the 
disposal  point. 


Straying  Animals 

This  chronic  nuisance  of  straying  sheep  and  horses  is  a 
critical  problem  and  still  causing  much  bitterness  in  the  area. 

However,  the  Authority  are  taking  steps  to  minimise  this 
nuisance  and  the  plan  should  be  effective  by  1974. 

A considerable  financial  burden  is  imposed  on  the  Council 
in  fencing,  provision  of  cattle  grids,  cleaning  up  of  tipped  bins 
and  general  maintenance  of  sites.  The  public  are  faced  with 
similar  expense  with  destruction  of  their  garden  crops. 

I am  amazed  at  the  number  of  residents  in  the  area  who  keep 
horses  without  sufficient  grazing  and  stabling  facilities. 

They  have  no  civic  pride.  They  have  no  regard  for  their 
stock. 

Their  sole  interest  is  pecuniary  and  unfortunately  some 
members  of  the  public  still  insist  on  feeding  these  animals  by 
placing  their  vegetable  waste  in  back  lanes.  Their  misguided 
kindness  only  helps  to  aggravate  the  situation  and  encourages  the 
stock  owner  to  keep  his  animals  on  the  streets. 
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The  provision  of  pounds  and  the  employment  of  staff  can^^ 
be  a very  expensive  item  and  not  necessarily  fully  effective  bui^P 
if  the  Council’s  plan  to  control  this  nuisance  is  not  totally  satis- 
factory, then  I am  sure  that  the  provision  of  pounds  in  the  north 
and  south  of  the  Rhymney  area  will  have  to  be  seriously 
considered.  Perhaps  the  imposition  of  heavy  fines  and  fees  will 
then  provide  a sharp  and  effective  lesson  to  these  delinquents. 

Vandalism 

This  menace  still  persists  and  I see  no  improvement.  All  age 
groups  are  guilty  of  this  activity.  Their  greed  for  wonton  destruc- 
tion appears  to  be  insatiable.  We  also  have  the  vultures  who 
quickly  take  over  vacant  condemned  properties  and  strip  them 
completely. 

In  an  effort  to  combat  this,  the  Council  now  seal  all  premises 
as  soon  as  the  occupants  are  re-housed. 

Abandoned  Vehicles 

These  have  not  presented  any  great  problem  and  little 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  their  collection  and  disposal. 

Operation  “Facelift" 

The  department  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  above 
operation  in  the  cleaning  up  of  sites  throughout  the  area.  It  is  a 
continuing  project  but  the  results  are  worthwhile.  Together  with 
landscaping  and  tree  planting  many  derelict  areas  have  been 
transformed  and  the  area  is  beginning  to  lose  many  of  its  scars. 

The  free  collection  and  disposal  of  bulk  refuse  has  been  in 
operation  since  1964  and  this  service  is  much  appreciated. 

The  public  have  participated  well  in  this  venture  and  street 
committees  have  been  formed  in  all  wards.  Their  efforts  have 
been  most  rewarding  and  their  co-operation  appreciated. 

Street  Sweeping  Districts 

1.  Upper  Ward,  part  Middle  Ward,  Rhymney  Bridge  and 
Princetown. 

2.  Part  Middle  Ward  and  all  Lower  Ward. 

3.  Abertyswg  Ward  including  Maerdy  Crossing  to  McLaren 
Cottages. 
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COST  STATEMENT  1971-72 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Particulars.  Totals 

Gross  Expenditure.  £ • P 

(1)  Labour  ....  ....  •••  ••••  4047  . 00 


(2)  Haulage 

....  .... 

5063  . 00 

(3)  Plant,  buildings,  land 



224  . 00 

(4)  Other  items 

....  .... 

2 . 00 

“Operation  Facelift” 

— — 

528  . 00 

Total  Gross  Expenditure  .... 

• • • • • • • • 

9864  . 00 

Gross  Income 

— — 

148  . 00 

Net  Cost 

— .... 

£9716  . 00 

STREET  AND  GULLY 

CLEANSING 

Particulars. 

Totals 

Gross  Expenditure. 

£ . p 

(1)  Labour 

....  .... 

5635  . 00 

(2)  Haulage 

....  .... 

2493  . 00 

(3)  Plant,  equipment,  buildings 

.... 

60  . 00 

Total  Gross  Expenditure  .... 

• • • • . • • . 

8188  . 00 

Gross  Income 

— .... 

625  . 00 

Net  Cost 

.... 

£7563  . 00 

Public  Cleansing  Staff 

On  the  Cleansing  Staff  are  the  foreman/rodent  operator, 
three  drivers,  four  refuse  collectors,  four  street  sweepers  and 
three  part-time  Public  Convenience  cleaners. 
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HOUSING 


• 

There  are  approximately  2,700  dwellings  in  the  area  and  a 
preliminary  survey  of  these  was  carried  out  during  1964/65  when 
it  was  established  that  about  800  were  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

A programme  was  formulated  in  1966  to  demolish  an  average 
of  100  houses  a year.  The  first  Clearance  areas  were  declared  in 
1967  and  since  than  our  programme  has  been  maintained. 

By  the  end  of  1976  all  the  unfit  dwellings  in  the  area  will 
have  been  dealt  with  and  the  families  re-housed. 

For  a small  authority,  this  has  been  a vast  but  extremely 
satisfying  project.  The  Council  with  it’s  officers  have  established 
a good  team  and  what  is  more  important  a ‘winning  team’. 

Our  policy  of  building  on  cleared  sites  has  been  strictly 
adhered  to  and  communities  have  been  retained  in  their  own 
wards  and  neighbourhood. 

Through  public  meetings  and  exhibitions  the  people  of  our 
town  are  fully  aware  of  our  plans  and  proposals  for  future 
development. 

Naturally,  there  have  been  objections  resulting  in  Ministry 
Inquiries  but  generally  the  majority  of  families  re-housed  are 
happy  with  their  change.  Personally  it  has  been  my  experience 
that  older  people  are  at  first  very  reluctant  to  move  from  a home 
which  has  taken  a lifetime  to  establish  and  which  can  have  so 
many  memories,  sad  and  otherwise.  I as  a Public  Inspector  realise 
their  feelings  only  too  well  and  much  of  my  time  on  Housing 
inspection  is  devoted  to  these  people  in  explaining  why  we  have 
to  pursue  such  policies.  After  they  have  moved  to  their  new 
homes  and  settled  in,  they  have  an  entirely  different  attitude  and 
the  majority  are  delighted  with  the  change. 

I am  satisfied  that  what  we  are  doing  is  correct.  The  years 
have  not  been  particularly  kind  to  these  people.  It  is  our  duty 
to  provide  them  with  the  very  best  we  can  in  the  way  of  homes 
and  environment.  This  is  our  objective  and  I am  sure  we  will 
achieve  it. 

Plans  for  further  development  on  cleared  sites  have  been 
approved  and  Sheltered  Accommodation  for  the  aged  is  being 
built  in  the  Middle  Ward  area.  This  will  provide  25  units  includ- 
ing a Warden’s  Flat. 

The  High  Cross  site  comprising  162  dwellings  has  been 
completed,  266  dwellings  are  in  progress  on  the  Tan-y-Bryn  site 
and  12  dwellings  are  in  course  of  erection  at  the  Westville  site. 
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GENERAL  IMPROVEMENT  AREAS 


The  Rhymney  Urban  Area  has  been  declared  a General 
Improvement  Area  and  numerous  meetings  in  the  various  wards 
have  taken  place  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  public  in  this 
respect. 

Plans  have  now  been  formulated  by  our  Consultant 
Architects  and  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  these  will  be  put  into 
effect  in  1972. 


HOUSE  IMPROVEMENTS 

There  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
applications  for  grants  and  with  the  increased  grant  allowance  it 
is  anticipated  that  there  will  be  further  applications. 

Since  the  area  has  been  declared  a General  Improvement 
Area  it  is  our  objective  to  ensure  that  such  grants  will  be 
considered  only  up  to  the  twelve  point  standard  with  an 
anticipated  life  of  thirty  years.  Special  cases  only  will  be  con- 
sidered for  the  Standard  type  of  grant. 

A technical  officer  was  appointed  during  the  year  as 
Assistant  Improvements  Officer  to  deal  with  grants  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  the  Clerk  and  myself. 

Much  time  has  been  devoted  to  this  function  in  carrying  out 
surveys,  inspections,  interviews,  publicity  and  arranging  meetings 
with  Building  Contractors.  It  is  a slow  process  but  progress  is 
being  made. 


HOUSING 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under  Public 


Health  Acts  34 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 41 

Number  of  inspections  for  Standard  Grants  62 

Number  of  inspections  for  Improvement  Grants  15 

Inspections  of  dwellings  for  house  purchase  35 

Miscellaneous  Housing  visits  .. 121 

Slum  Clearance  Area  visits  279 
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Housing  Progress 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district 2,728 

Total  owned  and  controlled  by  Local  Authority  1,104 

Temporary  Nil 

Permanent  1,104 

Number  of  Local  Authority  houses  in  course  of  erection 

at  end  of  the  year  122 

Private  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  end  of  the  year  ....  Nil 

Houses  erected  by  Local  Authority  at  end  of  the  year  ....  160 

Private  houses  erected  at  end  of  the  year  „ Nil 


UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 


Families 

Persons 

Premises 

re-housed 

re-housed 

77,  Hill  Street  

1 

4 

8,  Ramsden  Street  

1 

4 

23,  Price  Street  

1 

1 

32,  Hill  Street  

1 

1 

4,  Nant-y-Melin  

1 

1 

4,  C.M.  Chapel  Houses  

1 

2 

Totals  

6 

13 

Closing  Orders  were  made  on  the  following  dwellings  during 
the  year.  The  families  have  not  as  yet  been  re-housed. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Premises 

Families 

Persons 

20,  Field  Street  

1 

2 

9,  Field  Street  

1 

5 

3,  Hill  Street  

1 

2 

58,  Hill  Street  

1 

1 

16,  Havards  Row  

1 

4 

10,  Cambrian  Street  

1 

3 

18,  Cambrian  Street  

2 

2 

2,  By  Catholic  Church  

1 

1 

Totals  

9 

20 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1957,  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  COMPULSORY  PURCHASE  ORDERS 
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HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 


A— HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


Houses 

Demolished 

Displaced 

Families  | Persons 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

95 

98 

242 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason 
of  bad  arrangement  .... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired 
under  Sec.  43(2),  Hous- 
ing Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NOT  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS: 
(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  un- 
der Sec.  17(1)  Housing 
Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(5)  Local  Authority  houses 
certified  unfit  by  Med- 
ical Officer  of  Health  .... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  where  action 
has  been  taken  under 
Local  Acts 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(7)  Houses  included  in  Unfit- 
ness Orders 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

B— UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

(8)  Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1) 
and  35(1)  Housing  Act 
1957 

6 

6 

13 

(9)  Under  Sections  17(3)  and 
26  Housing  Act,  1957.... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(10)  Parts  of  buildings  closed 
under  Section  18,  Hous- 
ing Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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HAWKERS  OF  FOOD 


Monmouthshire  County  Council  Act,  1956,  Section  114 

There  were  no  new  registrations  during  the  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Samples,  Monmouthshire  County  Council 

The  following  has  been  received  from  Mr.  D.  D.  Lewis, 
M.I.W.M.A.,  Chief  Inspector,  Weights  and  Measures  Department, 
Monmouthshire  C.C. 

Samples  taken: — 

Milk,  16  ; Other  Foods,  15  ; Icecream,  1. 

The  Public  Anaylst  reported  all  samples  to  be  genuine. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Intimation  Notices  served  5 

Intimation  Notices  abated  5 

Statutory  Notices  served  Nil 

Statutory  Notices  abated  Nil 

No.  of 

Nature  of  Visits  Visits 

Accumulations  56 

Animals  22 

Drainage  28 

Factories  31 

General  Defects  7 

Sanitary  Accommodation  7 

Council  Houses  8 

Interviews  100 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  26 

Public  Conveniences  42 

Rats  and  Mice  (Visits  by  Public  Health  Inspector)  31 

Refuse  Collection  7 

Refuse  Disposal  68 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  9 

Street  Cleansing  385 

Water  Supply  — Domestic  4 

Licensed  Premises  23 

Hairdressers  12 
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REGISTRATION  OF  HAIRDRESSERS 


Monmouthshire  County  Council  Act,  1956 

There  were  no  new  registrations  during  the  year. 
Number  on  register  at  end  of  the  year: — 

Ladies,  7 ; Gents,  4. 


HOUSE  IMPROVEMENTS 


Amount 

Number  of  Standard  Grants  approved  6 £1,753 

Number  of  Discretionary  Grants  approved  ....  5 £2,754 

Number  of  Housing  Loans  19  £26,325 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS 

The  routine  inspection  of  all  food  premises  was  carried  out 
during  the  year.  The  majority  of  these  premises  are  of  the 
domestic  type  or  small  family  businesses. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


Premises 

Butchers  

Canteens  

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 
Grocers  and  General  Dealers 

Food  Preparers  

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers 
Icecream  Manufacturers  .... 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 

Licensed  Premises  


Number 
Number  of  Visits 


6 

5 

4 

20 

2 

2 

2 

4 

18 


14 

10 

8 

23 

4 

4 

9 

12 

23 


All  the  above  premises  comply  with  sections  18  and  21  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970. 


SAMPLING 

Milk 

Pasteurised  Homogenised  Sterilised 

No.  taken  — 17:  9 6 2 

ICECREAM 

Grade  1 Grade  2 Grade  3 Grade  4 

No.  taken  — 9:  5 4 Nil  Nil 

There  is  one  Heat-treated  Wholesale  Manufacturer  and  one 
Cold-Mix  Manufacturer  in  the  area.  The  majority  of  the  vendors 
retail  pre-packed  icecream  of  the  larger  manufacturing 
distributors. 


Unsound  Food  surrendered  and  condemned 


Carcase  Meat  90  lbs. 

Assorted  packets  and  tins  49 


Food  Poisoning 

One  suspected  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during 
the  year.  This  was  investigated,  faecals  taken  and  found  to  be 
negative. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Type  of  Property 


PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 


< 


1.  Number  of  properties  in  district  3294  3 

2.  a.  Total  number  of  properties  (including 

nearbv  premises)  inspected  following 

notification  76  2 

b.  Number  infested  by  Rats 73  3 

Number  infested  by  Mice  3 

3.  a.  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  Rats  and/or  Mice  for  reasons  other 

than  notification  12  — 

b.  Number  infested  by  Rats  12 

Number  infested  by  Mice  — — 


SUMMARY  OF  TREATMENT  FOR  RATS 

IN  SEWERS 


1.  Number  of  manholes  treated  250 

2.  Number  showing  “takes”  36 

3.  Poison  used  Warfarin 


No  resistance  to  Warfarin  has  been  noted  in  the  area. 


DISINFESTATION 

93  premises  were  treated  with  DDT  products  during  the 
year: — Ants,  44  ; Flies,  2 ; Wasps  Nests,  1 ; Wood  Mites,  1 ; 
Bugs,  1. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


PART  1 


PREMISES 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

NUMBER  OF 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupier? 

pros- 

ecuted 

(5) 

(1)  Factories  in  which  secs.  1, 
2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  enforc- 
ed by  Local  Authorities  .... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

15 

27 

Nil 

Nil 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  excluding 
outworkers  premises 

2 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  .... 

17 

31 

Nil 

Nil 
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NUMBER  OF  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 
WERE  REMEDIED 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
pros- 
ecutions 
were  in- 
stituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Overcrowding 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Unreasonable  Temp. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Inadequate  Vent. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

ive 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offenc- 

es  relating  to  Outwork)  ... 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

TOTAL  ... 

1 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


REGISTRATION  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 

TABLE  ‘A’ 


TOTALS 

Nil 

27 

27 

Offices 

Nil 

6 

6 

Retail  shops 

Nil 

17 

17 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

Nil 

1 

1 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

Nil 

3 

3 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(i) 

Class  of  premises 

(2) 

Number 
of  premises 
registered 
during 
the  year 

(3) 

Total 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of 
the  year 

(4) 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS 
BY  INSPECTORS  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 


TABLE  “B” 
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ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  ESTABLISHED 

PREMISEHS  BY  WORKPLACE 

TABLE  ‘C* 


Class  of  Workplace 
(1) 

No.  of  persons 
employed 
(2) 

Offices 

14 

Retail  Shops 

39 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

3 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  .... 

10 

Canteens 

NIL 

Fuel  storage  depots 

NIL 

Total  .... 

66 

Total  Males  .... 

25 

Total  Females  .... 

41 

Six  notices  were  served  during  the  year  concerning  cleanli- 
ness, temperature,  sanitary  accommodation,  washing  facilities 
and  repairs  to  floors. 

All  were  complied  with. 

CONCLUSION 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  all  members  and  staff  for  their 
willing  co-operation  and  help  during  the  year. 

Yours  faithfully, 
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K.  O.  BATTEN, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 


